AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR RESPIRATORY CARE

HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Orlando, Florida

November 29-30, 2007

Thursday, November 29, 2007

CALL TO ORDER


Speaker Debbie Fox called the House of Delegates meeting to order at 9:35 a.m., November 29, 2007.

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE


Denise Johnson presented the following recommendations:

#63-07-26


“The credentials of all Chartered Affiliate delegations are accepted as submitted to the Credentials Committee and that those delegations, upon verification of their completion of the House of Delegates orientation process be recognized as credentials and seated for the fall, 2007 House of Delegates meeting.”  MOTION CARRIED.


Ms. Johnson stated that the following recommendation has been revised to state:

#63-07-27


The following substitutions be recognized and made:

Tammy Jarnagin (IA)

Robin Wilson (VA)

Kim Hirchert (ND)   MOTION CARRIED.

ROLL CALL

#50-07-28


Cam McLaughlin, HOD secretary, called the roll and declared a quorum.  There were 50 delegations represented at this meeting.


Special guests were introduced and welcomed to this meeting.

INTRODUCTION OF HEAD TABLE


Speaker Fox introduced the following:  Past Speaker Denise Johnson, Speaker-elect Frank Salvatore, Parliamentarian Patrick Dunne, Treasurer Joe Horn, Secretary Cam McLaughlin, and Executive Office Liaison Pat Lee.

SCRUTINIZING COMMITTEE


Deborah Linhart presented the following recommendation:

#59-07-29


The Scrutinizing Committee recommends that the minutes of the AARC House of Delegates meeting held July 16-17, 2007 in Reno, Nevada be approved as printed.  MOTION CARRIED.

AGENDA CHANGES


Speaker Fox stated that it will be necessary to adjust the agenda throughout the meeting.  Ms. Fox also stated that “Open Microphone” would periodically be specified through this meeting.  This is a period of time set aside for the delegations to discuss whatever they wish, off the record.

WELCOME


The President of the Florida Society for Respiratory care, Kelli Leroux, welcomed the delegations to Florida and wished them a successful meeting.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE


In addition to the written report, Carl Voss gave a first reading of the resolutions and stated that they will be presented for consideration at a later time during this meeting.

SPEAKER


Speaker Fox presented the written report and reviewed the summary of activities.

SPEAKER-ELECT


Frank Salvatore reviewed his written report and presented the following recommendation:

#80-07-30

“The HOD adopt the changes to the Delegate Handbook that are attached to his written report.”  MOTION CARRIED.


Mr. Salvatore requested that any delegate not on a 2008 HOD committee but wishing to be, to please contact him during this meeting.


Mr. Salvatore stated that the Finance Committee has reviewed the AARC budget for 2008 and that his committee has communicated with the AARC auditors.  He stated that the House of Delegates will remain a part of the budget process but the strategies will be reviewed and “stepped up”.  There will be a recommendation presented to the Board of Directors to be discussed and voted on.  He will report back to the House regarding this recommendation.

PAST SPEAKER


Denise Johnson presented the written report and stated that the resolutions tracking system will be updated following this meeting.

SECRETARY


Cam McLaughlin presented the written report and the following recommendation:

#77-07-31

“Ratify the HOD Executive Committee approval of the Special Recognition Committee’s recommendation to nominate Doug McIntyre (LA) for AARC Life Membership.”  MOTION CARRIED.

TREASURER


Joe Horn reviewed the written report.

OPEN MICROPHONE

AARC EXECUTIVE OFFICE


Sam Giordano, Executive Director, presented the written report.  Some of the topics he touched on were membership dues, investment revenue, assets and liabilities of the AARC, and the revenue sharing contract that is mailed out each year to the state societies.  He discussed the state societies’ revenue sharing over the years.  Mr. Giordano gave member dues comparisons with other associations and stated that AARC membership is now over 44,550 members and steadily growing.


Louisiana highly commended Mr. Giordano for his hard work in keeping the AARC a very successful association.


He discussed Project 2015 and Beyond and the three scheduled conferences, the first of which will be March 3, 2008 in Dallas, TX.


Mr. Giordano suggested that the House create an ad hoc committee to make a list of things the AARC “does for the member”.


Mr. Giordano stated that there are many projects underway for 2008, and to watch the AARC web site and publications for ongoing things.


Tom Kallstrom, Chief Operating Officer of the AARC, touched on public awareness, mobile units, the high school project - which is going into the high schools to tell them about respiratory care, the Life and Breath video, demonstrations of various equipment and procedures pertaining to respiratory care, high school guidance counselors to see if they would be interested in educating their students on the respiratory care profession, promoting professionalism, sharing our message with schools, education about the AARC, booths at health fairs during respiratory care week as well as other times throughout the year, and getting the message out to the media.  Mr. Kallstrom stated that the AARC has planned many trips for 2008 to “spread the word” and provide some equipment demonstrations regarding respiratory care.

HOD / BOD Joint Session


AARC President Toni Rodriguez called the joint session of the House of Delegates and Board of Directors to order at 1:40 p.m., November 29, 2007.


Ms. Rodriguez requested the AARC Secretary, Colleen Schabacker, to call the roll for the Board of Directors.  Ms. Schabacker reported that there was a quorum.

COMMITTEE ON ACCREDITATION FOR RESPIRATORY CARE


Shelley Mishoe presented the written report.  Ms. Mishoe reported that the new people for 2008 have been selected for the CoARC board.  However, CoARC is still searching for an executive director. 

AARC ELECTIONS COMMITTEE


Cam McLaughlin reviewed the written report which contained the AARC elections results.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS


Cheryl West and Miriam O’Day reviewed the written report.  In addition, Ms. West highly commended Ms. O’Day for her hard work in Washington on behalf of the AARC.  Also, 
Ms. West and Ms. O’Day reported on some of the functions conducted by the PAC.

STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS


Cheryl West presented the written report and reviewed state polysomnography activity and state licensure.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE


Frank Salvatore reviewed the written report regarding updates on the 435 Plan, which identifies a respiratory therapist and consumer/patient contacts team in each of the 435 congressional districts.  He highly commended Cheryl West for her hard work in this area.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


President Rodriguez called an Executive Session of the HOD and BOD at 2:10 p.m., November 29, 2007.


Motion was made and seconded by the Board to go into Executive Session.  MOTION CARRIED.  Motion was made and seconded by the HOD to go into executive session.  MOTION CARRIED.

CONSIDERATION OF 2008 AARC BUDGET


President Rodriguez adjourned the Executive Session of the HOD and BOD at 2:55 p.m., November 29, 2007.


Motion was made and seconded that the Board approve the 2008 AARC budget.  MOTION CARRIED.  Motion was made and seconded that the House approve the 2008 AARC budget.  MOTION CARRIED.

HOD / BOD Joint Session adjourned at 3:10 p.m., November 29, 2007


PAC tickets were purchased by the delegates and Board members, as their way of supporting the PAC.

CHANGE OF CHAIR


Speaker-elect Frank Salvatore assumed the chair at this time.


Mr. Salvatore reconvened the regular House of Delegates meeting at 3:30 p.m., November 29, 2007.

ORIENTATION COMMITTEE


Dawn Rost presented the following recommendations:

#66-07-32

“Add the HOD website link to more of the orientation documents that are distributed to new or substitute delegates, and to the information included in the CD ROM as to guide them to the site in order to access additional historic information.”  MOTION CARRIED.

#66-07-33

“Orientation committee members should have an identifier placed on their HOD name tag for the duration of the meeting.”  MOTION CARRIED.

PROGRESS & TRANSITION COMMITTEE


Marie Fenske presented the written report.

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE


Bill Pruitt presented the following recommendation:

#60-07-34

“The AARC Record should have articles submitted from several sources according to the HOD Delegate Handbook.”  MOTION CARRIED.

CHARTERED AFFILIATES COMMITTEE


Gary Wickman presented the written report.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION COMMITTEE


Sheri Tooley Peters presented the written report.

HOD ELECTIONS COMMITTEE


John Hughes presented the written report and stated that HOD elections will take place the following day.
DELEGATE ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE


Jim Lanoha presented the following recommendation:

#62-07-35

“Continue to fund this line item in the budget.” – withdrawn as a recommendation and accepted for information.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE


Jerry Bridgers presented the written report.

AFFILIATE BEST PRACTICES COMMITTEE


Jessie Christopherson stated there is no report.

OPEN MICROPHONE


The New Jersey Society donated $1000.00 for the disaster relief fund.   The Nebraska Society donated $500.00 for the disaster relief fund.   The Minnesota Society donated $1000.00 for the disaster relief fund.  The Georgia Society donated $1,000 for the disaster relief and $1,000 to the ARCF $1,000.00.  The Wisconsin Society donated $1,000.00 for the ARCF.

CHANGE OF CHAIR


Speaker Fox reassumed the chair at this time.

RECESS


Speaker Fox recessed the meeting at 4:05 p.m., November 29, 2007.

Friday, November 30, 2007

CALL TO ORDER


Speaker Debbie Fox called the House of Delegates meeting to order at 805: a.m., November 30, 2007.

ROLL CALL

#50-07-36

Secretary Cam McLaughlin called the roll and declared a quorum.  There were 50 delegations represented at this meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS

#04-07-23


“Resolved that the House of Delegates (HOD) will receive the proposed AARC budget on the first day of the HOD meeting in December.  On the next day of the meeting the HOD will vote regarding the proposed budget.” (Presented by Alabama, and co-sponsored by Florida and Louisiana).


This resolution was amended to state:  "Resolved that the House of Delegates (HOD) will receive the proposed AARC budget on the first day of the fall HOD meeting.  On the next day of the meeting the HOD will vote regarding the proposed budget."  MOTION TO AMEND CARRIED.   AMENDED MOTION CARRIED.
#94-07-24


“Resolved that the AARC develop a list of suggested competencies and equipment that Respiratory Therapy departments may use as a guideline in order to prepare for Pandemic or Mass Casualty situations.”  (Presented by Virginia).  MOTION CARRIED.

#94-07-25


“Resolved that the AARC provide a discussion “blog” on the website for the purpose of posting relative and important information to submitted resolutions in advance of the HOD meetings.”  (presented by Minnesota).  MOTION CARRIED.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE


Tom Lamphere presented the written report with the aid of slides showing various membership statistics both for AARC totals and for each state society’s totals.

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE


John Hiser gave highlights of the written report.

AMERICAN RESPIRATORY CARE FOUNDATION


Michael Amato presented the written report and stated that the Foundation has been growing tremendously and expects to continue to do so.  He stated that the International Fellowship is a very successful program.

OPEN MICROPHONE


The New Mexico Society donated $1,000.00 for the disaster relief fund.

AARC MANAGEMENT & EDUCATION DIRECTOR


Bill Dubbs gave a report on education and management in the AARC.  Some of the topics he touched on were CRCE changes for 2008, notification of the status of educational programs, approved programs, new programs, competency programs, electronic transcripts, reimbursement policies, a human resources study set for 2008, benchmarking service – current and upcoming changes, subscription rates to the benchmarking service, professor’s rounds, and the live web cast program – to be changed some for 2008.

NATIONAL BOARD FOR RESPIRATORY CARE /

NBRC UPDATE / EVOLUTION OF THE NBRC CREDENTIALING SYSTEM


Dr. Theodore Oslick, President of the NBRC, gave highlights of the written report with the aid of slides.  He introduced Sherry Barnhart, who is the incoming president of the NBRC and Dr. Robert Shaw, Assistant Executive Director of the NBRC.


Dr. Oslick touched on some historical background on the NBRC and the relationship between the NBRC and the AARC throughout the years.  He stated that the NBRC credentialed the 100,000th RRT this year.


Dr. Shaw touched on base testing for the various examinations before being provided to exam-takers, test scores, licensing examinations, the competency process, credentialing system, and reciprocity for respiratory therapists.

BYLAWS COMMITTEE


Roy Wagner reviewed the written report.

CHANGE OF CHAIR


Speaker-elect Frank Salvatore assumed the chair at this time.

OPEN MICROPHONE

CHANGE OF CHAIR


Speaker Fox reassumed the chair at this time.

HOD OFFICER ELECTIONS


John Hughes stated that nominations for 2008 HOD officers were allowed only during the summer, 2007 HOD meeting.  The winners are:

Speaker-elect – Cam McLaughlin

Secretary – Dawn Rost

Treasurer – Joe Horn


Motion was made, and seconded, to hold the ballots for 30 days and then destroy.  MOTION CARRIED.

PAST SPEAKER BOD UPDATE


Denise Johnson gave an update on House resolution #04-07-23 – the Board referred this to the Audit Committee, with a report back to the Board at the March, 2008 meeting.  Speaker Fox will give updated info at the July, 2008 HOD meeting.

AARC PRESIDENT


Toni Rodriguez presented her written report.  She briefly reviewed HR 3968 and stated that to get Congress to pass this legislation will take a lot of work on the part of the delegations.  She gave her top 10 reasons for getting this legislation passed: (10) bragging rights for having gotten this accomplished, (9) focuses us to work as one, (8) you are known by the company you keep, (7) patients stakeholder alliance, (6) ability to collect data on the impact of respiratory care services on the efficacy of healthcare, (5) gives us somewhere to grow as a profession, (4) gets us recognized by the federal government, (3) equips us to deal with job migration, (2) patient reserves the right to respiratory care access in all care venues, (1) we will affirm our destiny as patient advocates.
BOARD OF MEDICAL ADVISORS


Ms. Fox stated that there is no report from BOMA.

AARC COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS / ELECTIONS


John Hughes stated that nominations for the Bylaws and Elections Committees were made during the summer, 2007 HOD meeting and can also be made during this meeting.


Mr. Hughes stated there would be two individuals elected for the Bylaws Committee, with the top vote being the chair-elect and the other a committee member.  These terms will be for two years.



The following nominations were made for the Bylaws Committee:  Doug McIntyre (LA), Keith Siegel (ME).


Mr. Hughes stated there would be one individual elected for the Elections Committee.


The following nominations were made for the Elections Committee:  Susan Bollig (KS), John Steinmetz (NV), Gary Wickman (WA) and Bill Lamb (MO).


For the Bylaws Committee – Keith Siegel has been elected chair-elect and Doug McIntyre elected as a member.  For the Elections Committee, John Steinmetz has been elected to serve a three-year term – one year as a member, one year as a chair-elect, and the third year as chair.


Motion was made to accept the elections and hold the ballots for 30 days and then destroy.  MOTION CARRIED.

PAST SPEAKER’S BOD UPDATE cont’d)


Denise Johnson continued her update of Board actions on HOD resolutions.


#94-07-24 – referred to the AARC President and she will assign it to an ad hoc committee.


#94-07-25 – referred to the Executive Office to report to the Board at the March, 2008 meeting, and Debbie Fox will report to the HOD at the summer, 2008 meeting.


Ms. Johnson stated that the resolution regarding on-line voting for state elections through the AARC is still being investigated by the Executive Office.  Information will be forthcoming.

OPEN MICROPHONE

CHANGE OF CHAIR


Speaker-elect Frank Salvatore assumed the chair at this time.

2008 HOD COMMITTEES


Mr. Salvatore stated there will be a short meeting of each of the new 2008 HOD committees at this time.

CHANGE OF CHAIR


Speaker Fox reassumed the chair at this time.

OPEN MICROPHONE

UNFINISHED BUSINESS


Secretary Cam McLaughlin assured the House that regarding the subject of position descriptions for AARC offices and Directors, closer attention will be paid to the qualifications of the various positions during the nominations process.

NEW BUSINESS


Ms. Fox stated there is no new business.

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION


Speaker Fox presented certificates of appreciation to the House Officers, committee chairs and co-chairs.  She also presented a plaque to Roy Wagner from Texas as the 2007 Delegate of the Year.

CHANGE OF GAVEL


As her last official act, Speaker Fox relinquished the speaker’s gavel to Speaker-elect Frank Salvatore.


As his first official act as Speaker, Mr. Salvatore presented a plaque to Ms. Fox as the outgoing speaker of the House of Delegates.

2008 SPEAKER-ELECT


Frank Salvatore stated that his parliamentarian for the coming year is Ken Thigpen.

ADJOURNMENT


Speaker Frank Salvatore adjourned the fall House of Delegates meeting at 3:15 p.m., November 30, 2007.
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